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Gas Money Available: Happy Travels!

As the Summer Driving Season Begins This Holiday Weekend, Hotels, Retailers, Even
Churches Have Promotions to Help Consumers With High Gas Prices

By ROM SCHERER CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
MEWY YOREK, May 24, 2008 12 comments

There is an upside to $4-a-gallon gasoline, FOMT SIZE & A
B EMAIL
Yes, you heard that correctly,
8 PRINT
As the summer driving SHARE
season gets under El rss

way this Memoaorial Day

weekend, hotels,

retailers and even churches are offering
prepaid gas cards and mileage
discounts, At least one auto company,
3| Chrysler, is offering to lock in the
gasoline price aver the next three yvears
at £2.99 a gallon for car buyers, And
financial entrepreneurs are dreaming up
complex schemes to help consumers limit
their "pump shock "
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"It's brilliant,” says Dennis Hoffran,

State University, "The marketing people
have no recourse: They have to play into this."

Indeed, a Rand McMally survey taken at the end of April found that 2 in 3 adults who plan to
take a road trip this summer say that rising gasoline prices have changed their travel plans.
Many now plan either a shorter amount of time or distance. Ten percent plan to cancel their
trip altogether,

"This is the third year of the survey, and in the past, even
when gas hit £3 per gallon, there was no significant effect
on travel plans," says Laurie Borman, editorial director of
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on Monday, according to the Energy Information

Administration. &nd at many gasoline stations across the
United States, the price is already above £4 a gallon.
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At the same time, crude-oil prices on the futures market went over £132 FONT SIZE 4 A
on Wednesday morning, another record, B EMAIL
& PRINT

Earlier this month, as gasoline prices rose, many hotels and lodges

. . . SHARE
started seeing a downturn in bookings.

Bl rss
That was the case at the Marina Inn at Grande Dunes in Myrtle Beach,
S.C, The 220-room resort saw a week of falling numbers in advance
bookings.,

"Ewven though it wasn't a frend, we decided to be proactive,” says Pamela Shelley, director of
sales and marketing.

In the Marina Inn's case, that means offering a 10-cent-a-mile rebate, through Labor Day, to
any guest staying at least three nights. The credit is deducted from the final room bill, based
on a MapQuest mileage calculation from the guest's originating address.,

"Based on a three- to six-hour drive, the average rebate
could be about $£680, which is enough for an SUV to get
here and back," says Shelley.
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wewwy LendGo com Pennsylvania, the French Manor calls it the "Tanks-A-Lot"
Cheap Flights on Farecast pack;ge. In San Die.gcu, the Loews Coronado Bay Resort
Free Airfare Prediction, calls it "Maney for Miles.”
E;?g;:fg;:g?s of Fares, Even small hed-and-breakfasts see a need to entice
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Buy = link here kKaren Liessmann are offering 20 percent off for a

rinimum three-night stay at their desert home,

"I could tell on May 1 we needed to do something to encourage business, People have
tightened up," Liessmann says.

It's not just the travel business giving drivers a break, & week ago, FONT SIZE & A
Chrysler Corp. started its gasolineg offer, which is set to go through July 7. B EMAIL
Chrysler will give customers a card linked to a Wisa or MasterCard, which & PRINT

will adjust charges to account far the $£2.99-a-gallon offer. Chrysler will SHARE
honor the offer for up to 500 gallons per customer per year, equal to Bl rss

about 12,000 miles of driving. The card can be used for any automobile
owned by the customer -- not just the newly purchased vehicle,



Chrysler, which is using sophisticated hedging of prices on the futures market, says the
promotion is pulling in potential buyers, Sales leads are up 25 percent, and showroom traffic
rose as much as 20 percent last weekend, when compared with the weekend before, said
Jim Press, president of Chrysler, in a press conference Monday,

"It has clearly resonated with the needs and concerns of our customers,” he said,
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Some companies are plugging gas cards for Father's Day
or as graduation gifts, One of those, RoadCare Plus,
which offers vehicle assistance, is offering £40 of free
gasaoline to individuals who sign up for a $59.95
membership,

"We wanted to do something to help the motoring public,
give something back," says David Fleming, CED of the firm
in Pompano Beach, Fla,

Cne church in Richmond, Ya., saw the public's need for a
gasaline price break as an opportunity to evangelize,

Earlier this month, Bishop Daniel Robertson Ir, of the M,
Gilead Full Gospel International Ministries decided to give

away 10,000 in gasoline and gas cards. Some went to needy organizations, such as a
children's hospital, But some fuel was simply given to people who lined up outside the pumps

at a Kroger supermarket,

"People were coming out of their houses in their Pi's and with no shoes FONT SIZE
on to get to the gas station,"” recalls Tony Whittingham, an elder at the B EMAIL
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